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This year’s gallery programme asks: What does it mean to have a voice, and
what does it mean to speak? How can we question legacies of equality, history,
place and power when thinking about social, cultural and physical visibility?

About the exhibition

The history of how a community treats citizen’s rights directly reflects our
broader society, both now and in the past. A person’s ability and desire to
protect basic human rights is a factor to how strong the fabric of community
may be, allowing people to be free citizens capable of living life to their fullest.
Looking back in time reveals our triumphs as well as our shortcomings as a
society.

Tash Kahn is interested in the differences and character of each of the London
Borough of Camden’s voting wards and how things have changed over the
years: has history left its mark or have areas changed beyond recognition? How
do the inhabitants ‘inhabit’ the new, constantly changing space? Using these
questions as starting points she has travelled to each of the borough’s 18 wards,
taking Polaroids, collecting ‘finds’ and recording local sounds.

Ros has looked back at voting districts throughout the borough, considering how
they influence our identities as citizens. How does each new boundary shape
identity? Ros has researched several spaces and times within the current
boundaries of the borough, looking at voting trends since women have been
given the right to vote. In doing so, he has marked out visual representations of
the area questioning: What is boundary? What is citizenry? How does one affect
the other?

The two artists bring these ideas together to collaborate in an exhibition that
celebrates 100 years of the women'’s right to vote, focuses on aesthetics and
ethics, and why people do what they do.

About the artists

Tash Kahn studied Fine Art at the University of East London in 1995. She
predominantly works site-specifically, using a location's immediate surrounding
area and local history as starting points. She is interested in how people relate
to art, the conversations it generates and how it makes them feel.

Kahn has exhibited both nationally and internationally, with a recent
collaboration at Stand4 Gallery in New York with John Ros and Karl England. The
site-specific exhibition took place in Brooklyn and London, and continues to be
an ongoing virtual project. Group exhibitions include: The Mechanical
Reproduction of Dust (2018) Stand4 Gallery, New York; Asymmetrical
Intersections (2016) SHIM, New York; DOLPH: The Directors (2015), DOLPH,
London; Bread and Jam IIl (2015) 54 Whitbread Road, London; Skim (2015) ASC
Gallery, London; Circus TM, Belmacz, London.
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In 2014, Kahn co-founded the visual-arts project DOLPH, and has helped
facilitate 22 exhibitions, making partnerships with two Lambeth primary schools,
UAL Wimbledon, The Royal College of Art, as well as numerous artists in the UK,
New York and Berlin. DOLPH provides an alternative way for the community to
engage with contemporary art, as well as being an invaluable learning and
networking resource for artists. She is also a freelance editor for Penguin and
Sluice Magazine.

John Ros is an artist, curator, professor, and activist. He currently lives and
works in New York City and Harrisonburg, Virginia, US. He obtained an MFA from
Brooklyn College, City University of New York, in 2013 and a BFA from the State
University of New York at Binghamton in 2000.

Ros is an Assistant Professor of Art at James Madison University’'s School of Art,
Design, and Art History, where he also serves as the Director and Chief Curator
of the Duke Hall Gallery of Fine Art. He has taught at the City Literary Institute
(London, UK), Brooklyn College (New York, NY, US), SUNY Binghamton
(Binghamton, NY, US) and the National Academy of Art (New York, NY, US), and
has lectured as a visiting artist at NYU: Steinhardt, London Metropolitan
University, George Mason University, North Florida Community College and
Jefferson Technical and Community College among others. In 2015 Ros founded
studioELL, an alternative, transient and hybrid space for higher education in the
studio arts, where he is currently the Director and teaches a variety of courses.

During the past 20 years, Ros has worked on more than 65 exhibitions with over
200 artists. He founded two alternative gallery ventures, pocket, (2002-2005,
Binghamton, NY, US) and galleryELL, a transient, hybrid gallery, (2008-2016,
New York, NY, US), and has been involved in many artist and non-profit
initiatives such as; Art Director of Perspectives International (2005-2008, New
York, NY, US), Board Member of Spool MFG. (2004-2005, Johnson City, NY, US),
and Museum Educator at the Hillwood Art Museum (2000, Brookville, NY, US).

About Camden Vox

Taking inspiration from the Women’s Suffrage movement and the centenary of
the Representation of the People act, Camden VOX will celebrate and explore
themes of equality, place, history and power. Camden’s annual arts programme
will offer free and low cost arts and cultural events for those who live, work in
and visit the borough. Through celebrating Camden’s unique spirit which is
rebellious, creative and progressive, and working with partners and key cultural
institutions in the borough, Camden VOX offers a thought provoking and
engaging arts and cultural programme for 2018, featuring theatre, pop-up
performance, song, spoken word, exhibitions, commissions and artist led, drop in
family friendly workshops across the borough.

For more information on Camden VOX visit
www.lovecamden.org/camdenvox
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John Ros, Camden, London, UK, 2018, Laser print, 10/10, edition of 10
John Ros, Camden Wards Cutout, 2018, Laser print, 10/10, edition of 10
Tash Kahn, Ward Finds, 2018, Found objects

Tash Kahn, Camden Wards, 2018, Polaroid Photographs

John Ros, Camden Wards, 2018, Graphite

West Hampstead

Top: The place where The Beatles were turned down by Decca and where David
Bowie recorded his first single.

Bottom: The alleyway named after rock and roll star Billy Fury who recorded
songs in the same studios.

Fortune Green

West End Branch Library stood on this site until 1940 when it was destroyed by a
bomb.

Kilburn

A window of Kilburn Welfare Association.

Swiss Cottage

The original chalet-style Swiss Tavern was a coaching inn built in 1804 at the
junction of two newly-constructed roads - Finchley Road and Avenue Road.
Highgate

Two sculptures on top of a house on South Grove.

Gospel Oak

Top: A toyshop on Mansfield Road.

Bottom: When the area was still rural, parishioners gathered to hear gospel
readings under an oak tree near this site.

Haverstock

A group of Dominican Friars came to the area in 1861 and opened St. Domenic’s
Priory in 1867.
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11. Hampstead Town
During WW2 Belsize Park air-raid shelter was equipped with 4380 bunks, each
assigned to a named person.

12. Belsize
A satsuma on Belsize Avenue, once the grand carriageway of Belsize House,
which gained notoriety in the early 18th century for the wild parties held there.

13. Frognal and Fitzjohns
A statue of psychologist Sigmund Freud who lived around the corner.

14.  St. Pancras and Somerstown
Top: The gravestones around the Hardy Tree in the grounds of St. Pancras Old
Church were put there by Thomas Hardy who came up with the solution of placing
them in a circular pattern after the bodies were exhumed for the construction of a
new railway.
Bottom: The grave of women’s rights advocator Mary Wollstonecraft in the same
graveyard.

15. Regent’s Park

This Cumbrian red sandstone bench outside Euston station is one of four ‘Time
Benches’ that span different geological time zones.
16. King’s Cross
This sculpture of a lost mitten by Tracey Emin sits outside the Foundling Hospital.
17. Bloomsbury
Top: My friend’s mosaic on a hotel doorstep on Tavistock Place.
Bottom: This metal token is one of several embedded into the pavement on
Marchmont Street as part of the ‘“Token Project’, an artwork that shows replicas of
the charms that mothers left with their children when leaving them in the care of
the nearby Foundling Hospital.
18. Holborn and Covent Garden
A wall of St. Giles-in-the-Fields Church. In the 15th century condemned criminals
on their way to the gallows were offered one last drink of ale - ‘St. Giles Bow!’ - at
the church gate.
19. Kentish Town
Top: The place where The Kinks filmed ‘Dead End Street’.
Bottom: The house where | misspent much of my youth.
20. Cantelowes
The skate park.
21. Camden Town and Primrose Hill
The lost Fleet River runs under this grate in Lyme Street in Camden.

22. John Ros, UK Cutout, 2018, Laser print

23. John Ros, London Cutout, 2018, Laser print

24. Tash Kahn, Camden Sounds, 2018, Digital audio recording

25. John Ros, Citizen, 2018, .pdf, View/download: tinyurl.com/CAMDENCcitizen

€= Camden



