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John Ros is a queer, Brooklyn-based, multi-disciplinary artist, professor and curator. They are a first
generation American born in New York, New York, from Cuban and Québécois immigrants — both
classically trained musicians, turned educators. They obtained an MFA from Brooklyn College, City
University of New York, and a BFA from the State University of New York at Binghamton.

John has exhibited internationally with recent solo exhibitions at DC Arts Center, Washington, DC
(2019), DOLPH, London, UK (2017) and Art Space, New Haven, CT (2014) and two-person exhibits at
Swiss Cottage Gallery, London, UK (2018) and DADU, Nashville, TN (2018). Their three-person exhibits
include Stand4 Gallery, Brooklyn, NY (2018) and Zuccaire Gallery, SUNY Stony Brook, Stony Brook, NY
(2017), to name a few. John's work is included in the collections of Camden Art Collection, London, UK,
Center for the Study of Political Graphics, Los Angeles, CA, Gabarron Foundation, New York,
NY/Valladolid, ES and Interference Archive, Brooklyn, NY, among others.

Recent awards include, inaugural fellowship at SquareWorks Laboratory (SqW:Lab) in Mumbai, India
(2018-19), where they received funding from the Center for Global Engagement, the School of Art,
Design and Art History and the College of Visual and Performing Arts, James Madison University;
Emergency Grant from the Foundation for Contemporary Arts (2017); Brooklyn College, Dedalus
Foundation Award Nomination (2012) and a Puffin Foundation Grant (2010), to name a few. John has
been on several residencies over the past 16 years including Artist-in-Residence at Stand4, Brooklyn,
NY (2017), Wassaic Project (2015) and Vermont Studio Center (2003).

In 2015, John founded studioELL, an alternative, transient and hybrid space for higher education in
studio art, where they are currently the Director and teach a variety of courses. From July 2017
through June 2019, they were an Assistant Professor of Art at James Madison University's School of
Art, Design and Art History, where they also served as the Director and Chief Curator of the Duke Hall
Gallery of Fine Art. John has also taught at the City Literary Institute (London, UK), Brooklyn College,
CUNY, SUNY Binghamton and the National Academy of Art. They have been a visiting artist at MICA:
Rinehart School of Sculpture and Mount Royal School of Art, Hollins University, NYU: Steinhardt,
London Metropolitan University, UAL: Central St. Martins and George Mason University, among many
others.
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During the past 22 years, John has worked on more than 75 exhibitions with over 250 artists. In 2008
they founded galleryELL, a transient hybrid gallery in Brooklyn, NY. They served as Director and
Curator for eight years until its close in 2016. John also co-founded, co-directed and co-curated
pocket, a brick-and-mortar gallery in Binghamton, NY (2002-2005). They have curated exhibits at
MICA, Baltimore, MD (2019), Spring/Break Art Show, New York, NY (2019), St. Francis College, Brooklyn,
NY (2016), Academic, Long Island City, NY (2016), in addition to curating extensively at galleryELL
(2008-2016) and Duke Hall Gallery of Fine Art, James Madison University (2017-2019). Along with
writing many exhibition essays, John has also contributed critical writing to galleryELL, Sluice_
Magazine and Hyperallergic.

John has run many programs within his curatorial projects as well as collaborated with such
organizations as Staunton Public Library, Arts Council of the Valley, New Market Library, Queens
College Arts Center, Wassaic Project, altMFA, Trestle Projects, Showroom 170 and others. They have
also been involved in many artist and non-profit initiatives such as: Founding Committee Member,
Arts Council of the Valley, A.LLR. Program (2019-present, Harrisonburg, VA); Board Member,
Harrisonburg Downtown Renaissance (2018-2019, Harrisonburg, VA); Art Director, Perspectives
International (2005-2008, New York, NY); Board Member, Spool MFG (2004-2005, Johnson City, NY);
and Museum Educator, Hillwood Art Museum (2000, Brookville, NY).





